White House I nitiative on Asian Americans and Pacific Idanders
Environmental Protection Agency Site Visit’
Houston, TX
July 9, 2000

Participants. The Honorable Romulo L. Diaz J., Assstant Adminigtrator for Administration and
Resources Management, EPA; Mr. Jarry Clifford, Deputy Regiond Administrator for EPA Region VI,
The Honorable Ngoan Le, Commissioner on the President’s Advisory Commisson for the White
House Initiative on Asan Americans and Pacific Idanders, Mr. Cao My Nguyen, Vietnamese
Community of Houston and Vicinity.

Introduction and welcome by Mr. Nguyen.

Jerry Clifford: We are here to accomplish severd things—to tell you what EPA does to protect your
ar, water and land, and to share with you President Clinton’'s AAP! Initiaive and what EPA isdoing
forit. Intro of Romy Diaz. Intro of Commissioner Ngoan Le. | would like to walk through what we
intend to cover — Commissioner L€ s overview of White House Initiative, Mr. Diaz' presentation on
what EPA isdoing for the Initiative, and then we will get into a discusson, to hear from you, what your
concerns are about hedth and environment in your neighborhoods and how we can help you address
those concerns.

Commissioner Ngoan L e: [Explained the intent of the White House Initiative on Asan Americans and
Pecific Idanders, the gppointment of 15 members to the President’ s Advisory Commission and the
workplan that al agencies are required to complete to be submitted in areport to the next President of
the United States] | encourage you to participate in this opportunity.

Romy Diaz: Lessonslearned from other community sessons The AAPI community has gppreciated
thet, for the firat time, the federal government has come and listened. Languageis a particular chdlenge
that facesthe AAPI community. Thereis great variety with in the community and data that is generd
doesn't tdll us enough about individua subpopulations. There are culturd issuesrelated to the
environment and public hedlth issues that the community faces (e.g. fish consumption —we need to
know what kind of fish consumption there is so that we know what risks there are to your health and
environment). Many of you came here today not knowing what EPA is— | want to stress that certain
environmentd risks, which trandae into hedlth risks, are higher in your community and other minority
communities, SO we need to work together to improve environmenta and public health protections.
We want to do a better job of putting aface on EPA and itsmisson. Findly, you want to know where
the financia resources are that can help your community. So we have designed a strategy to listen to
you in 4 principa areas. 1) community partnerships,; 2) economic opportunities for financid assstance

"These are unofficial notes from acommunity meeting, which was the subject of informal, simultaneous
tranglationsin Vietnamese and English, with translation provided by an EPA Region VI employee.



and contracts; 3) educationa opportunities—we would like to hear from you about how we can reach
AAP sudents; and 4) opportunities for improving our workforce —we need to bring in more AAPI
employeesto improve delivery of programs and services to you. Becausewein DC are so far away,
it’ simportant that we engage in this dia ogue with you in partnership with our Regiond office in Ddlas.
Thank you for being here. I'm interested in listening to you about how we can address these 4 aress.

Jerry Clifford: How many people have heard of EPA before today? (Many) How many of you have
worked with anyone from EPA before? (afew) The types of things we work on at the nationd level
and regiond level —we are responsible for making sure the air you bregth is clean, water is safe to
drink, theland is safe to walk on and for your children to play on. We re responsible for making sure
that the environment that you live and work in and harvest animds from issafe. In addition, a smdl
area of our work impacts dl of you in your homes— chemicasin paint that could bein your homes that
could cause harm to your children. We regulate many businesses and industries to make sure that the
pollution they release into the air and water isnot at alevel harmful to you. In the Regiond office, our
region covers five satesincluding TX, with alittle over 900 people working to protect the environment
inthose states. We work with state agencies that take state and federal money to run programs at the
datelevd. InTX, it'sthe Texas Natura Resource Conservation Commisson. Thereisalocd office
here in Houston, so those of you who are interested should meet with Mr. Lee to get to know him. We
have alab in Houston with people from there here as well (John and Nedl). So if you have questions
after today, contact them. Lisa Pham did a greet job trandating literature available at the table in back.
Some of that information explains the types of hedlth issues you may want to be aware of that relate to
your children, such as pesticides you use in your home and your yard, and the type of paint that'sin
your house. Thereisdso aguideto eating fish. For those of you who don't know, if chemicas get into
waters, they get taken up by fish and if we eat them, they can cause problems. Another problem for
children is asthma— the number one reason for our children missing school. Air pollution in summer
severdy aggravates asthma. In addition, we' ve learned that insects in homes (roaches) aggravate
asthma because of what they |eave on the ground where the children play. Unfortunately, | have
ashma. My mother is Japanese and | grew up eating alot of fish—so | have to be aware of both of
theseissues. The gate of TX will be proposing a plan for addressing the air qudity problem (ozone).
On Aug 8, that plan will go out for comment. Those of you concerned about this, you may want to
look out for that public notice, and you can contact the local office to get acopy of it. Let’sopen it up
to hear your questions and comments.

Q: Thank you for coming — | am concerned about indoor air pollution from dirty air ducts that cost too
much money to clean —what can we do? | livein atown home right on the street — how can we avoid
dirty air from cars getting into our houses. Asfor roaches —if we pay to get rid of roaches but the
neighbor doesn’t and the roaches come back, what should we do?

A: Romy — One of the driving forces for EPA coming to you today isto put information in the hands of
communities and individuals so that they can make decisions for themselves about acceptable levels of
environmenta and public hedthrisks. Philosophicaly, this Administration does not believe that we can



make dl of these decisionsfor you in DC or in Ddlas. We understand that we have regulatory
responsihilities to meet, as well as practica toolsto share, that can help you.

A: Jerry —EPA doesn't regulate pollution indoors except for commercia buildings and schools. In the
home, the problem with mildew and dusts in ducts is a serious problem, especidly in regard to asthma
We may have some guidance, but I'm not aware of it. If we do, make sure you get your name to our
local person and we'll get you the information. For auto pollution, we do regulate it. Today’'s cars are
90% cleaner than brand new cars 15 yrsago. But light duty and heavy duty trucks were not regulated
to sameleved. Within the last 6 months, EPA has decided to regulate those vehicles so thet over the
next 7 years, those vehicles will be 90% cleaner than today. Thereisaproblem with old cars. In some
communities, through traffic can be restricted in residentid communities. It's not something we regulate,
but its something you can go to your city council abot.

Q: Water supply — | sporadicaly have black things floating in my tap water. | have caled people about
it but was told that there’ s nothing | can do short of having it tested by a private lab. 1'm concerned
about my son drinking this water at the water fountain at his school. It could just be my subdivison, but
| don't know. | seealot of peoplewith filters. | won't drink it.

A: Back to the person who asked about roaches in her home —my advice for you is to have a meeting
among town home residents to educate everyone about the importance of and how to take care of the
problem. For the water question — EPA does regulate public water (talk to Mr. Lee). But we don't
regulate bottled water, so the water from your tap could be cleaner than this bottled water. All
municipalities are required to develop Consumer Confidence reports, which come out every July.
Everyone should be getting this report with your weter bill that will tell you if water quaity standards
wereviolated. You can dso cdl them to get last yearsreport. It's possble in older homesthat thereis
a problem between the water main (regulated by city) and the home, and there's no way to know. You
have to bring awater sample to a private lab for andyss.

Romy: 95% of American households meet tough federd hedth sandards for tap water. EPA has
worked successfully with loca authorities to ensure that air quality concerns that communities have (e.g.
location of air quality monitors) are addressed. So there are ways the community can come together to
make sure these concerns are addressed by the relevant local, state and federd authorities.

Q: | represent 700 people in acondominium assoc. Firgt issue: many of us Vietnamese live in a condo
that’ s about 40 yrsold. Sewage system usualy backs up or breaks down and we have to fix it
oursalves. Resdentsin the condo park are elderly and disabled —we live on subsstence soit'sa
heavy burden for usto dea with. Second, the boiler has broken down and a replacement will cost at
least $1000. Third, our condo areaiis built next to aforest that has been cleared so lots of pests
(mosquitos, flies) affect our health. Who do we address these concernsto? EPA, loca people? Does
EPA have aWeb site?



A: Romy — EPA doesn't have respongbility for sewage backups. While we may not have a direct
responsibility for these concerns, there isa sign up sheet in back so we can circulate your questions to
the people who are reponsble. Aswe go through these listening sessons, we are sharing the
information with other federa agencies, and we will also pass on concernsto state and loca authorities.
EPA’s Web steisfound at www.epa.gov, where you can find zip code-level information about the
gtate of your air, water and land.

Rogene Calvert: (Office of Councilman Gordon Quan) —the city isresponsible for this, cal us. |
heard Mr. Diaz say there are funds available, so let’ s talk about how we can get those funds.

Romy: We will bein direct contact with Councilman’s office to follow up.

Q: I am concerned that regulations of air pollution were supposed to govern use of diesd, yet ten years
later, trucks dill useit. The trucks emit alot of pollution. Why do we gtill dlow this? Insecticides are
used in agriculturd products and restaurants are not required to wash the food — how do we know

we' re not egting the insecticides? Does EPA have any programs that regulate companies that produce
pesticides to kill mosquitos?

A: Jerry — Concerning diesdl fud in trucks —we have not regulated the use of diesdl fuel. The problem
isthat diesd fud ruins catdytic converters. But the technology is available now and the regulations |
mentioned earlier addressthisissue. They will be coming into effect in the next 7 years.

Romy: In regard to pesticides, thisis an issue that affects people from the production end to
consumption end. We have programs related to migrant farm workers. EPA isresponsbile for
determining which pesticides are acceptable for agricultural use. We dso require training for people
who work with these chemicals. It'simportant for the consumers to know what they can do to protect
themsalves, and we have prepared information brochures on that. And | understand that we have to
make sure the information is trandated into the gppropriate languages.

Jerry: We regulate the amount of pesticides allowed on a piece of fruit of vegetableswhen its sold
without washing. But we advise you to wash it anyway.

Q: Mot of the people in the community are ederly, don’t spesk English, and have few resources. The
elderly Vietnamese are usudly taken care of by the rest of the family. The key point hereis accessto
information, and the issueis language. In order to spread the information, we need the local peoplein
the community to do it. We need EPA to asss usin locating resourcesto do this. To Rogene—my
family has a problem with a broken sewage line and the city has to do something about it.

A: Romy — We have a series of documents available about different kinds of environmental heglth

risks. Wewill send a package of dl materids we have in Vietnamese to Councilman Quan’s office and
to Mr. Nguyan. | will dso commit to providing thet information on financia resources in summary form,
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trandated into Vietnamese, to the Councilman’s office and to Mr. Nguyen. We will be creating aWeb
gtefor dl information available on EPA’ s response to White House Initiative and will send the address
as soon asit becomes available.

Q: You mentioned that AAPIs suffer more from environmentd pollution than other communities —what
isthe difference? The information about what EPA has jurisdiction over should also be disseminated.
Sending information to Councilman’s or Mr. Nguyen's offices not enough. They need resourcesto
send it out. | suggest you use other waysto disseminate information. It is not effective to send
resources to ingtitutions of higher education.

A: Romy — The information we have collected so far from our Site visits has mirrored the challenges
we have encountered among minority communities across the country generaly. You shouldn't have to
worry how dl of the authoritiesinteract, so we will work with other agenciesto makeit easier for you.
Good point on how we can be more hepful in supporting community based organi zations and will 1ook
into working with the Councilman’s office to hep with things like mailing. Asfor educationa
ingitutions, because there are no indtitutions that are identified as AAP, it has been suggested that we
look to indtitutions that have centers for Asan studies that are respected by the communities.

Q: Air emissons—Why do emission ingpections go by county? Also, there doesn't seem to be any
initiativesin the areafor recyding.

A: Jerry: Asfor the emissons question, that isadtaeissue. EPA’spositionis, if the state can figure
out away to reduce emissions to meet federa standards, then how they do it is up to them. Re:
recycling —it'saloca responghility.

A: Romy: Recycling is driven by economics. Something to congder is how to bring recycling to more
peopl€ s attention, because the more people are interested in doing it, the more likely it can be done.
We can help to create interest.

A: Commissioner Ngoan L e the questions related to EPA and answersthat it's not within EPA’s
purview, are perfect examples of when people are responsible for coming together to find the solutions
to their problems. What we want to change, we have to make it happen oursdves. This White House
Initiative is to make federa agencies more responsve to us. From now until we submit the report, there
are lots of opportunities to be a part of this.

A: Romy: Thank you for coming. | endorse the comments Commissioner Le made. We are hereto
help empower you by making sure you have the information and access to the resourcesto do it. We
know that with this Initiative, we can't treat al communities dike. We know thet the Viethamese
community has specid chalenges regarding language. We want to continue this dialogue, and we
intend to make it along term engagement.



Mr. Nguyen: We need to work together, not only within the Vietnamese community, but will al of the
other Asan communities.

Q: Financid resources are hidden from Asan community in genera —you should publish dl of the
resources available to the community. Some of us do send proposass, but don’t farewell and | don’t
understand why.

[ A long dialogue ensued that was not translated into English]

A: Romy — | commit to sending atechnica assistance team here to help you access and manage
financial assstance.



